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at first place in county

THE region boasts some of the best
schools in the country, according to
Government figures, with one of the
biggest success stories being a primary
in Chester-le-Street.

Schools across the North-East fea-
ture in a list of the country’s top 200
primaries, revealed last week.

The list was compiled usi
Stage 2 test results for 11-year-olds.

Top achievers include Red Rose
Primary School, in Chester-le-Street.
After a disappointing set of results last
year, the school has now risen to first
in the county and 17th in the country.

All 34 pupils sitting the tests
achieved the Government’s level four

benchmark for English, maths and sci-
ence.

Headteacher Sue Bainbridge said
staff encouraged children to follow the
school motto - “aim high and be
proud”.

She said: “We encourage children to
be aware of their targets and how they
can improve their work.

“Because the children are so well-
behaved, we have had to bring in a
rewards system, which encourages
them to push themselves that little bit
further.”

Four other primary schools in
County Durham saw all their pupils
reaching the required standard for all

three subjects. Bishop Middleham
Primary, near Ferryhill, Basington
Chureh of England Primary, Oakley
Cross Primary, in Bishop Auckland,
and St Michael’s Primary, in Esh
Laude, are all celebrating after achiev-
ing the Government target.
Nationally, Government_ministers
say more primary school children than
ever before are achieving the level

expected.

The results show that 80 per cent of
pupils achieved the expected target in
English — up 17 per cent since 1997.
For maths, 77 per cent achieved the
benchmark. A total of 88 per cent of
pupils achieved the target for science.
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