Newsletter - October 2011 
Dear Parents, 

I hope that you have all had a super break and that everyone is recharged ready to address the Autumn Term part 2? 
Highlights from Autumn Term 1:
Harvest Festival
Last term our Harvest Festival was a huge success and thank you to everyone who supported the event.  The highlight, I felt, was the fact we had so many children and adults walking down to the church, together…a massive achievement!

Book Character Day

Dressing up on the Friday was once again great fun and we just loved the hot chocolate and cookies served by some of our PTA members - what a way to end the half term. Even though the children were excited and had lots of Book Activities that week I can honestly say their behaviour and attitude throughout was impressive.  Well done once again.

Have your say?

Our school council represented us at the Riverside, alongside other schools and one of the organisers commented on our children’s behaviour.  The children were complimented and praised for their views and the way in which they presented their ideas.  I know that Mrs Gollings, who escorted the children to the event, felt we truly did set the right standard.

New Member of Staff:
I would like to take this opportunity to welcome Mrs Laws, a learning support assistant, to our ever expanding team and I know that she will be welcomed and supported by all.

Once again welcome to Red Rose Primary School.

Building Work:
As you can see the building project is well underway and we have to make some modifications as to how we function as a school.  I will endeavour to keep you up to date with the various adaptations that need to be made as well as modified access routes.

Please could you try to keep your newsletters as they will contain key information relating to this work.  When a newsletter is released we will inform you via our text messaging service which we have bought and has been massively successful.

· If you are not receiving a text message could you please contact the 

      office as your details may need to be updated. (Last text went out on 

      Monday 31st October informing parents of access routes).

What is happening this term:
	Tuesday, 1st November 2011
	[image: image1.wmf]PTA Meeting at Austin’s Bar.

Please feel free to join us at 7.00pm.


	Wednesday, 2nd November


	Our Inspector, Mr Shearsmith, will be in school to work with everyone and to set targets for the new year.

	Thursday, 3rd November
	Year 6 

Beamish Educational Visit.

	Thursday, 3rd November 
	Non-school uniform day ready for the disco after school.  (If you want to wear fancy dress costumes, please do so). 
Key Stage 1:   after school until  4.30pm.
Key Stage 2:   4.45pm until 6.00pm.

£2.00 per ticket but this includes – disco, juice, a hot dog, crisps and a small treat.

Key stage 2 will have a small tuck shop made available. 

	Friday, 4th November
	Year 6 children are once again visiting Beamish, only this time it is for their dress rehearsal for

“Children in Need”. Our school will be performing at Beamish and will be part of the BBC “Children in Need” programme.

Friday, 18th November 2011

What a FANTASTIC OPPORTUNITY!

Dog Fouling Assembly  –  Presented by Durham County Council.  

	Wednesday, 9th November
	Parent’s Evening

	Thursday, 10th November
	Parent’s Evening

	Tuesday, 15th November
	PTA Meeting at Austin’s Bar at 

7.00 pm.

	Friday, 18th November
	Children in Need Night.

Year 6 Performing at Beamish.

	Monday, 21st November –

Friday, 25th November
	[image: image2.wmf]Road Safety Week. 



	Friday, 2nd December
	PTA Coffee Afternoon.

Venue:    School Hall
Time:     1.30pm.

	Tuesday, 6th December
	Infant Nativity

Venue:    School Hall

Time:     9.30am.

	Wednesday, 7th December 
	Infant Nativity

Venue:    School Hall

Time:     9.30am.

	Wednesday, 7th December
	Key Stage 2 

Christmas Performance at the Parish Church of St Mary and St Cuthbert,

Chester le Street.
Time:     6.30pm.

Parish Centre for Coffee and biscuits after the event. 

	Thursday, 8th December
	Infant Nativity

Venue:       School Hall

Time:         9.30am

	Thursday, 8th December 
	Whole School to visit the pantomime at Consett.
Time:     2.00pm.

Return time to be confirmed.

Ice cream, transport and entrance fee all paid for by the PTA.

“Thank You”

	Friday, 9th December
	Santa’s Grotto.

Every child will be given the opportunity to visit Father Christmas in his Grotto.

Our Year 6 Christmas Elves take the children to visit him. 

	Monday, 12th December
	CHRISTMAS PARTY

Reception/new children who joined us in September from the Sunshine and the Rainbow Rooms. 

	Tuesday, 13th December
	CHRISTMAS PARTY

YEAR 1 and YEAR 2 children.

	Wednesday, 14th December
	CHRISTMAS PARTY

YEAR 3 and YEAR 4 children.

	Thursday, 15th December


	CHRISTMAS PARTY

YEAR 5 and YEAR 6 children.

	Friday, 16th December 2011
	CHRISTMAS LUNCH at Red Rose Primary School.


I hope that you find this information useful and we will release the same newsletter – the date part in 2 weeks with any further amendments.

Fresh Fruit and Vegetables:
Could I also ask that children do not bring sweets into school as a snack but only fresh fruit and vegetables please.  Please remember that the Government still provides the free fruit scheme to our younger children (Reception, Year 1 and Year 2) but this does not include the Key stage 2 children.   If we have spare fruit available then we do make it available to our older children. 

Packed Lunches:
Durham County has a packed lunch policy and we should encourage our children to eat sensibly.  Could I please ask that when parents construct packed lunches they try to ensure they provide a balanced diet.  I know that you all try very hard as I have observed many packed lunches and I have got to say that I am impressed with the standard.

Keep up the good work!

Attendance:

Once again our target for this month is 97%.

If your child is ill then would you please inform the school immediately.  If no reason is provided then we need to phone to establish a reason.  Our Education Welfare Officer and parent support advisor could assist you if you are struggling to bring your child to school.

If your child’s attendance falls below 80% we will not be issuing holiday requests during term time.

Remember time in school is very important.


We have a very busy but hard working term ahead of us.

Keep up the good work and we will all succeed together.

Mrs Bainbridge 
