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Contact Information 
 

 
 

Red Rose Primary School 
York Terrace 

Chester le Street 
Co Durham 
DH3  3NA 

 
 

Telephone:  0191 3886251 
 

Website: www.redroseprimaryschool.com 
 

Email:redrose@durhamlearning.net 
  

Twitter: RedRosePrimary                                                       
 Class Twitter: RedRoseEYFS 

 
 
 

Acting Headteacher 
Mrs A Brinton 
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Welcome 
 
We hope that you will feel very welcome, and that you and your child will soon 
feel that you ‘belong’ here. 
 
 
This booklet gives you some information about the Early Years Foundation Stage 
Unit and to answer any questions you may have. Once your child starts school in 
September you will be given more information, both written and through 
meetings to which you will be invited.   Meetings are arranged to explain how we 
teach reading and mathematics, how the school day is organised, and how we ask 
you to support your child’s learning at home.   There are also opportunities 
throughout the year to talk to your child’s teacher about the progress which he or 
she is making. 
 
 
In the meantime, if you need to know anything, or if you have concerns about 
your child which you feel that you need to share, then please ask.  Myself and the 
staff are always available, although you would need to arrange an appointment if 
you needed to have a discussion at length. 
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Early Years Teaching staff from September will be: 
 

 
                                 Mrs A Sweet                                   Miss M Sweeney 

 
 

Support staff within the Early Years from September will be: 
 

 
              Miss M Fowler                           Mrs A Taylor                          Mrs N Laws 
 
 
Our Early Years Foundation Stage comprises of two classes the Sunshine class and 
Sunbeam class. To ensure best practice and continuity our foundation stage 
classes work together as a unit. Within Early Years the children will work across 
both classrooms with all members of the EYFS staff. 

 
 
All staff, teaching and non-teaching are fully trained and effective educators, who 
work closely together to plan and to teach children as part of an integrated team. 
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Starting school 
 
At first school will seem a very big and perhaps strange place to your young child.  There will be 
many new experiences to be faced, being part of a much bigger group, with fewer adults than 
they have been used to at Nursery.  The day is longer and there is the dining hall to get used to. 
 
None of this is easy, even for children who are very used to being at Nursery. 
 
In order to ensure that coming to school is not a frightening experience children will have the 
opportunity for 2 visits before the Summer, and in September will at first work for shortened 
days.   The following arrangements have been made so that there is plenty of time, space and 
adult support to settle children in happily.   The children will be in school for half of each day 
for the first 3 days (ie from 6th September until 8th September).   For the second week all 
children will start at 9.30am and stay for lunch, but the day will end at 2.00pm.   From the third 
week the children will work the normal school day.  Normal hours are from 8.55am until 
3.15pm but all school doors are open from 8.45am when children are greeted by staff. 
 
Time spent on settling in is time well invested for your child’s security and confidence. 
 
It is very important that your child is brought to school in time for the start of the day, and that 
he or she is collected on time.   At the start of the day, delays caused by a child coming in late 
disrupt the start of the teaching day not only for that child but for the rest of the class also.   If 
this happens regularly a huge amount of teaching time is lost over the term. 
 
It is appreciated that there may be occasions because of unforeseen circumstances you are 
delayed but having no-one to collect you at the end of the day can be very upsetting.   A 
telephone call to explain that you will be a little late can help alleviate a child’s anxiety. 
 
Similarly school needs to know who is to pick up your child, again a call during the day if 
circumstances change can prevent confusion and upset, so that both child and teacher know 
who to expect at the school gate at the end of the day. 
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What does your child need? 
 

1.   School Uniform 
 

The school has a uniform which although not compulsory is worn by the whole school.   
The colour is red.   Jumpers, cardigans, sweatshirts and polo shirts are available with the 
school logo and can be purchased from the school if required.  Waterproof jackets are 
also available.  Orders can be placed at the office. 
 
Could you also please encourage your child NOT to wear trainers for school. 
 
Children are not allowed to wear jewellery in school.   Any accident or injury arising 
from the wearing of jewellery will be the direct responsibility of the parent. 

 
 

2. All clothing marked with a name-tape or similar 
 
This is crucial, as children can get very upset after PE when they think that the one 
remaining item of clothing is not theirs, and refuse to put it on.   This can be resolved 
with a telephone call home, but this is a very time-consuming process.   Please label 
your child’s possessions. 

 
Lost property is kept in the EYFS lost property box until the end of the half-term.   
However, because of the sheer volume of unclaimed and unnamed clothing, this is 
disposed of during the half-term holiday.   This usually includes coats, jumpers, shoes, 
hat, gloves and scarves. Please check if your child has forgotten or lost something, and 
insist that they take responsibility for looking after their things.   From the outset we 
expect children to become as independent as possible, to look after both the school’s 
belongings and their own, and to put things away in the proper place. 

 
 
3. PE kit in a bag 

 
Children will need:  plain white t-shirt,  

either navy / black shorts 
sandshoes in a drawstring bag, clearly 
marked with their name. 
    

PE kit should remain in school from Monday to Friday.  
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4. Reading Wallet  /  Bag 
  
 Fabric Bag   -  £7.50  
 PE Bag   -  £3.50  
 
 
 
 
5.  Spare Clothes 
 

We ask that all children have a bag containing a spare 
change of clothes. This can be left in school on your child’s peg to be used as and when it 
is needed.  

 
 
 
6. Wellies 
 

All children will need a pair of wellies that are clearly labelled with your child’s name. 
They are to be left in school everyday and are will be stored safely on our welly wrack.  

 

Forest School 
 

Red Rose Primary School has been offering and developing Forest School 
sessions to support children’s learning, for several years. The overall aim of 
Forest School is to encourage staff and pupils to promote learning outside the 
classroom environment.   
 
Mr Rose delivers our programme in our safe but accessible forest area within 
our grounds.  The children visit our woodland area on a weekly basis. Games are 
played and small achievable tasks are set, such as collecting natural materials 
and building shelters from sticks, ropes and other materials. The children learn 
basic woodland skills and simple tool use. The children use natural materials 
to develop both practical and intellectual skills. 
 
For more information please visit our school website www.RedRosePrimarySchool.com 

                            

http://www.redroseprimaryschool.com/
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School meals  / snacks 

 
 
School meals from September 2017 will still be FREE to INFANT children. 

 
If preferred, children can bring a packed lunch to school.   This is eaten in the dining hall at the 
same time as the meals are served.   Packed lunches should be brought in a named lunch box.   
Water is freely available at lunchtime.  No sweets or chocolate should be included in the packed 
lunches. 
 
Our school receives funding from the Government to cover the costs of providing education.  
This can include all school running costs, such as employing teachers and support staff, books 
and equipment, computers, expenses on our school building and free school meals. 
 
The school receives additional funding (known as the pupil premium) for pupils whose families 
receive certain benefits. 
 
It is in all our interests that we bring in as much money as we can to support our school and 
ensure all of our children get the best possible education.  To help your child and your school, 
we can do a very quick eligibility check for this additional funding via Durham County Council. 

 
If a parent or guardian is in receipt of: 

 

 Income Support (IS). 

 Income Based Jobseekers Allowance (IBJSA). 

 Income-related Employment and Support Allowance. 

 Child Tax Credit, provided you are not entitled to Working Tax Credit and 
have an annual income, as assessed by Her Majesty’s Revenue and 
Customs, that does not exceed £16,190. 

 Guaranteed Element of State Pension Credit. 

 Where a parent is entitled to Working Tax Credit run-on  (the payment 
someone receives for a further four weeks after they stop qualifying for 
Working Tax Credit). 

 Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999. 

 Universal Credit. 
 
please complete the form enclosed in the “Welcome” pack. 
 

Application is straightforward, done through the office, and is completely confidential. 
 
 
While no child would be expected to eat everything, all children are required to make a 
reasonable effort to eat their lunch.   Please impress on your child the need to eat sufficient 
food to keep them going through the day. 
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Cool Milk for Schools 
 
The school is part of the Cool Milk for Schools scheme, where milk is provided if 
required, to children in all classes.    
 

 
Children under 5 are entitled to a carton of milk free, which is delivered fresh to 
school each day and stored in the refrigerator until morning.  

 
 
Once your child turns 5 it is your responsibility to contact Cool Milk to re-register 
and order milk (if required).  Milk can be ordered at www.coolmilk.com               
 
 
 
As a healthy school we try to encourage children to drink water throughout  
the day.  Please encourage your child to bring into school each day a bottle  
of fresh water. 
 
 
 
The children can enjoy a snack at any time throughout the day at our friendly 
‘Snackstop’. Fresh fruit is delivered to the school as part of a Government 
initiative for children in Foundation Stage & Key Stage 1.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Sweets and chewing gum are not allowed in school.   
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What will your child do all day? 
 
During your child’s first weeks at school they will be learning to adapt to their new environment.  
They will be finding their way around the classroom and surrounding areas such as locating the 
toilets and cloakroom, as well as learning simple routines and rules.  Most importantly, they will 
be encouraged to form positive and happy relationships with adults and peers in their class.  

  
 
Our aim is to give your child the best possible start in school by building on your foundations. 
 

Your child will probably say that all they have done all day is play! 
 
What actually happens is that through very carefully planned “play”, your child will be learning in 
many important areas. 
 

 
We seek to create a happy and 
secure environment in which 
children can explore, investigate, 
listen and discuss, in order to  
acquire those basic skills of  
reading, writing and handling 
number which allow them to make  
good progress in all aspects of the 
curriculum. 

 
 
  We aim to deliver the curriculum 
  within an exciting and stimulating 
  environment.   Red Rose school 
  seeks provide all pupils with a 
  broad, balanced and relevant 
  curriculum matched to the child’s 
  individual needs.   In this way 
  children will gain knowledge of the  
  world around them, grow in 
  confidence and develop a desire to  
  learn more about the world. 
 
 

The activities your child will be enjoying are specifically planned to give him or her lots of 
learning experiences in all curriculum areas. 
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Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum  
The Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum has seven different areas of learning, all of which 
are taught through practical play-based activities indoors and outdoors.  

Communication and Language / Literacy 
Development 

 listening attentively and talking about their 
experiences 

 expressing themselves with increasing fluency 
and a growing vocabulary 

 listening with enjoyment to stories, songs etc 

 enjoying books 

 link sounds to letters naming and sounding the 
letters of the alphabet 

 communicating using pictures, symbols and 
letter strings 

 using their phonic knowledge to write regular 
and irregular words and begin to form sentences 

 
Mathematical Development 

 developing counting skills 

 recognising and ordering numbers to 20 

 understanding and recording numbers 

 understanding and using mathematical 
language 

 recognising and recreating patterns 

 calculating simple addition and subtraction 

 learning 2D and 3D shapes and their 
properties 

 developing an understanding of weight, 
length, capacity, time and money 

    shape 

 

Understanding the World 

 exploring, experimenting in the natural and man-made world 

 finding out why and how things happen 

 learning to observe carefully and to talk about observations 

 exploring various materials and their properties 

 offering explanations 

 finding out about the past and present 

 planning and making things 

 problem solving 

 learning about similarities and differences among people, traditions and 
communities 

 using ICT for a range of purposes 
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Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

 making meaningful relationships with other children and adults 
having respect for others 

 working as part of a group and independently learning to 
concentrate for sustained periods, and seek help when needed 

 being able to feel and express emotions 

 gaining independence 

 learning to make choices and take responsibility 

 using photographs, pictures and stories to begin to understand 
the lives of their families and other communities 

 confident to try new activities and speak in a familiar group 

 taking turns, sharing fairly and behaving appropriately 

 developing respect for people and a sense of what is right and 
wrong, and why  

 beginning to understand feelings of themselves and others. 

  sharing and celebrating festivals and special occasions 

Physical Development 

 developing confidence 

 learning the co-ordination and control required to 
use apparatus with increasing skill 

 building stamina and strength 

 being aware of space and the control 

 of their bodies 

 playing as individuals and in small groups 

 forming letters of the alphabet correctly 

 

Expressive Art and Design 

 communicating ideas and feelings in a variety of ways 

 exploring colour, texture. shape, form and space in 
2D and 3D 

 responding to music in dance and drama 

 using their imagination in story and role play 

 communicating ideas through a variety of media 

 designing, making and evaluating 

 using a range of tools safely 

 using skills of cutting, building, joining and folding 
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Each child is unique 
 
 
In all that your child does in the school day he or she will be recognised as a 
unique individual.   He or she will be working within the Foundation Stage 
Curriculum which is the framework used for a child’s education from the age of 
3 through to 5.  The last part of the Foundation Stage is taught in the Reception 
class.  Your child will be taught appropriately to the stage at which the teacher 
will assess him or her to be. 
 
The assessment will be based on any pre-school records, plus a data based 
Foundation Stage system assessing the 7 areas of learning which continues 
throughout the year. 
 
This knowledge grows from getting to know your child, his or her strengths and 
needs, stage of maturity, and readiness for school. 
 
While every child will be encouraged increasingly to extend the time spent 
sitting and concentrating on a task, undue pressure will never be exerted. 
 
Our aim is to build confidence in our children, and to encourage them to want to 
work hard and make progress.   This is done with lots of praise and 
encouragement. 
 
We ask that you also do not compare your child with others, expecting him or 
her to be as good as or better than someone else, but rather to be as good as he 
or she can be. 
 
A child’s self-respect and esteem is a fragile thing, and must be nurtured with 
praise and encouragement whenever there is genuine effort, whatever the 
outcome 
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Partnership with Parents 
 
As parents, you are the first educators of your children. We believe in a close partnership 

between parents and staff as we join you in educating your child. We want to work closely with 

you.  

 

Good communication between staff and parents enables us to inform each other of relevant 

matters concerning your child. We appreciate being informed of any changes at home that 

might affect your child, and will treat anything you tell us in strict confidence.  

 

We keep a 'Learning Journey’ for each child, which has photographs and observations reflecting 

their development. We welcome your input into this – please let us know about milestones and 

special events in their lives by recording them as ‘Magic’ moments! Within our Early Years 

setting we use a program called Tapestry.  

 

Tapestry is a secure online Learning Journal to record photos, observations and comments, in 

line with the Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum, to build up a record of your child’s 

experiences during their time with us. This system allows us to work with parents and carers to 

share information and record the children’s play and learning in and outside of the classroom. 

As parents and carers you will have full online access to this. For more information about 

Tapestry please visit out website. 

 

We want to inform parents about the activities and learning situations that your child will be 

experiencing. This can be done through Tapestry, our school website or by following our class 

Twitter page to show the range of activities available to your child. This will enable you to 

discuss some of these activities with your child at home.  

 

We hold parents' evenings twice a year, when you will be invited to discuss your child's 

progress. However, there is no need to wait for these times. If you have questions or concerns, 

please speak to one of the team. 
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      Starting School 
What do we need from you? 
 

*  To trust us as trained, committed professionals. 
 

*  To work with school as partners in your child’s learning. 
 

*  To appreciate that there are two sides to every story  -  do not assume that                 
                    your child is being “picked on” if he or she has been in trouble. 
 

*  To contact the Headteacher immediately if you are concerned about an  
                     aspect of your child’s schooling.   Class teachers do not have time within the 
                      school day  -  an appointment would need to be made. 
 

*  To provide a quiet place where reading can be done in an appropriate  
                      atmosphere. 
 

*  To ensure that your child has PE kit, reading book or whatever 
                      is needed for the school day. 
 

*  To ensure that children go to bed at a reasonable time and don’t come to 
                      school tired. 
 

*  To keep children at home when they are unwell. 
 

*  To do all you can to keep annual holidays taken within school time to a  
                      minimum. 
 

*  To have children at school promptly to begin the school day on time. 
 

*  Above all, to encourage, support and praise your child’s achievements  - 
                      undue pressure is unhelpful and undermining. 
 

 
What you can expect from us ……… 
 

*  Regular, informative feedback about your child’s progress. 
 

*  Well-planned good quality teaching. 
 

*  A safe and caring environment. 
 

*  A courteous response to all queries. 
 

*  An appointment, often within the same day, with the Headteacher to  
                     discuss concerns. 
 

*  An immediate and thorough response when there is a concern about bullying. 
 

*  Above all, lots of praise, support and encouragement for children’s efforts  - 
                      whatever their ability. 
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Emergency contact numbers  /  Sickness and medication 
 
 
You will be asked to complete a form giving contact telephone numbers so that at any time a 
responsible adult can be contacted should your child become unwell or have an accident.   
Responsible adults can be relatives, friends or neighbours and we also need home or work 
telephone numbers as appropriate for all adults with legal access to the child. 
 
 
These numbers should be kept up to date.   A matter of great concern to school is the number 
of occasions when a child has either had an accident or is unwell, and the work telephone 
number on our file is long out of date.   It may be that we never have need to call you, but 
particularly in the event of an accident, which may result in the need for hospital treatment, we 
must be able to make contact with the minimum delay. 
 
 
If you know your child is unwell, please keep him or her away from school, no matter how keen 
they are to come.   We have no way of providing the kind of comfort and peace that a sick child 
needs, and infection spreads quickly in crowded classrooms.   Please refer to the list at the back 
of this booklet about specific illnesses, paying particular attention to the rules regarding 
children with sickness or diarrhoea.   Children must be kept away from school for the stated 
time in these cases. 
 
 
We are bound by strict rules governing the administration of medicine in school.   Again please 
refer to the sheet at the back.    
 
 
Any medication to be administered at school must be brought to the office by a responsible 
adult, and the necessary form completed and signed. 
 
 
 

ON NO ACCOUNT MUST CHILDREN BRING MEDICATION TO SCHOOL. 
 
 
 
A form must also be signed for children with inhalers, and arrangements will be made for the 
safe and accessible storage of these inhalers within the classroom or medical cupboard. 
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INFECTIOUS DISEASES 
GUIDELINES FOR PARENTS 
 
Children of school age commonly suffer from infectious diseases.   Some of these are given a specific 
name such as chicken pox or dysentery, some are termed ‘viral illnesses and others are described by 
the symptoms they cause such as diarrhoea and vomiting.   Most of these are mild, short-lived 
illnesses in the majority of children but the problem is that they easily spread within the school 
setting. 
 
In order to minimise the chance of your child being ill at school, and to reduce the spread of infectious 
disease within school, it would be helpful for you to observe the following guidelines which explain 
when your child should stay away from school and when you should inform the school about any close 
contact with other cases of infectious disease. 
 
Please inform us if your child has been in close contact with a case of: 
 
Infectious diarrhoea  (eg shigella, salmonella, rota virus) or hepatitis. 
 
Please inform us of the reason for your child’s absence from school. 
 
This will allow us to keep track of the illnesses which are circulating within school and help in 
identifying opportunities for prevention. 
 
 
PLEASE KEEP YOUR CHILD AT HOME IF HE OR SHE IS UNWELL 
 
Children who are unwell should not be at school.   They will not be able to cope with classroom 
activities and will probably spread their illness to others. 
 
 
Children MUST not attend school when they are suffering from: 
 
Diarrhoea     -     diarrhoeal illness spread easily among young children.   Children should be kept at 
home for 48 hours after the diarrhoea has ceased. 
 
Vomiting     -     children should be at home for 48 hours after vomiting has ceased. 
 
Severe and strange sounding cough 
 
Yellowish skin and eyes 
 
Headache and stiff neck  -   particularly if he/she is irritable and generally unwell. 
 
Conjunctivitis   -    eyes which are sore / sticky / discharging. 
 
Sore throat    -    or trouble swallowing. 
 
Infected skin patches 
 
Severe itching of body or scalp 
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Advice can always be obtained from your GP, the school nurse or the school office about 
recommended exclusion periods for particular conditions.   Please ensure that school always has up-
to-date information about emergency telephone contact numbers.   Thank you for your co-operation. 

 
 
ADMINISTRATION OF MEDICINES AND FIRST AID IN SCHOOL 
INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 

 
It is often the case that children on a prescribed course of medicine need to have a dose of 
that medicine administered during the school day.   The County have issued very specific 
guidelines to schools on this subject. 

 
In order to allow school to comply with these instructions would parents please note these 
procedures which must be followed: 

 

 Ms Kendall is the contact for any queries on the administration of medicines. 
 

 

 Prescription medicines cannot be administered until a written authorisation has been 
completed by the parent on a form available from the school office.    
No verbal messages from children can be accepted. 

 
 

 Medicines must be handed personally to a member of staff who will check the label 
and the dosages.   If the label is incorrect or illegible then we are required to return 
the medicine to the parent and not undertake any administration. 

 
 

 Medicines will be stored in school in the medical cabinet or refrigerator, and a written 
medication record set up for each child recording when and by whom administration 
was given. 

 
 

 On completion of the course medicines will be returned to parents.   If parents do not 
collect them then we are required to return them to the dispensing chemist.   This 
would also apply to any medicines which are out of date. 

 
 

 All agreements / authorisations will expire at the end of July, and will have to be 
renewed at the start of the new term. 
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Administration of Calpol 
 
Calpol can be administered in school during the day, if required.  When a child becomes ill 
during the day, and it is felt that Calpol would be a suitable remedy, then the child’s 
parent will be contacted first for verbal authorisation.  Calpol will not be administered 
without permission.   
 
In line with the Administration of Medicines as outlined above, a written form will be 
completed detailing the dosage, time and name of the designated member of staff 
administering the Calpol. 

 
 
Children with inhalers for the treatment of asthma 
 
The school considers that after Year 3 children are able to be responsible for their own inhalers.   
We would require written authorisation from parents to confirm this.   This authorisation would 
also need to state clearly the dosages and treatment to be followed.   In cases where this is not 
felt to be appropriate then the classteacher will arrange safe storage of the inhaler.   From 
Reception to Year 2, children will not be allowed to take responsibility for their own treatment 
and parents will need to supply the school with full written details about dosage and treatment.   
Forms for this are available from school. 
 
 
Treatment for any other condition can only be undertaken if staff have received the necessary 
advice and training, and this should be discussed fully with the Headteacher. 

 
FIRST AID 
 
All staff have undergone a training course in basic first aid, and will treat children only at this 
level.   Children who are injured will therefore have wounds washed with warm soapy water, 
and where appropriate covered with Melolin and Micropore.   Elastoplasts will not be used, nor 
will creams or ointments apart from calamine lotion. 
 
 
Slings or elastic bandages will be applied to give relief to injured limbs or joints. 
 
 
Medical advice will be sought for any further treatment, which can usually only be given with 
the consent of parents.   It is crucial therefore that we always have contact telephone numbers 
where parents or nominated responsible adults can be contacted.   These numbers should 
include anyone with legal rights of access to the child. 
 
 
 
In any instance where a child requires emergency treatment an ambulance will be called 
immediately. 


