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Dear Parents / Carers

New COVID advice, with effect from 1st April 2022

On Tuesday 29 March, the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, Sajid Javid, set out the next steps for
living with COVID-19 in England from Friday 1 April. Updated guidance advises:

● adults with the symptoms of a respiratory infection, and who have a high temperature
or feel unwell, should try to stay at home and avoid contact with other people until
they feel well enough to resume normal activities and they no longer have a high
temperature

● children and young people who are unwell and have a high temperature should stay
at home and avoid contact with other people. They can go back to school, college or
childcare when they no longer have a high temperature, and they are well enough to
attend

● adults with a positive COVID-19 test result should try to stay at home and avoid
contact with other people for 5 days, which is when they are most infectious. For
children and young people aged 18 and under, the advice will be 3 days

The population now has much stronger protection against COVID-19 than at any other point in the pandemic.
This means we can begin to manage the virus like other respiratory infections, thanks to the success of the
vaccination programme and access to antivirals, alongside natural immunity and increased scientific and
public understanding about how to manage risk.

School attendance - Article 28 - Every child has a right to an education

It has been a very difficult two years for all families as we have dealt with the global pandemic and an
experience which we all hope we never have to repeat.  I know that for some families in our community it has
been a particularly difficult time and I do sincerely hope we are on the road back to life pre-pandemic.

Many of us are hoping to have a well earned holiday over the coming summer months and spend some quality
time together as a family.  The government’s stance on term time holidays however is stronger than ever; in
that there is an expectation that pupils attend school and avoid any further absences.

We are receiving a number of holiday requests for holidays that have needed to be rearranged from two years
ago that now coincide with term time. Unfortunately, these are not allowed to be authorised.  We have always
been very fair in relation to issuing fines and will only do so if we feel families are taking advantage of the
system and cheaper term time holidays.  All requests are considered carefully, taking into account previous
attendance, holidays and the reason for the holiday request however in almost all cases the holiday will be
unauthorised.  This does not necessarily mean there will be a fine.

The government set a target of 96% attendance over the year and I have attached a letter explaining how
easily this level of attendance can be affected by absence.

I am always happy to discuss holiday requests with parents.  Please contact the office if you wish to discuss
your child’s attendance.
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Red Rose Primary School

Easter Egg Competition - Monday 4th April

A reminder that children will be decorating their egg for our Easter egg competition on w/c Monday 4th April.

Parents are invited to come into school to look at their child’s egg and class entries after school on
Thursday 7th April.

Children will be dismissed in the usual way at hometime and then adults have the opportunity to bring their
child back into school to look at the competition entries.

Comic Relief - Friday 18th March

The school council ran a very successful Comic Relief non-uniform and quiz on Friday 18th March.  We raised
an impressive £^XXXXX . The money will be divided equally between Comic Relief and UNICEF.  Thank you
so much for all your support.

Parents Evening

Thank you to everyone who was able to attend our virtual Parent’s evening appointments and for returning
books back to school so promptly.  If you have been unable to attend a parent’s meeting and would like a
meeting with your child’s class teacher please contact the office.

Centenary / Jubilee Hedge

As part of our centenary year and to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee we have been planting a hedge of
red roses adjacent to the footpath outside of school along York Terrace.  Each class put names in a hat and a
child was chosen to help plant one of the roses.  Mr Aittis came along to school to help with the planting and
provide his expertise.  We can’t wait to see a hedge of red roses to welcome everyone to our school later in
the summer.

Dates for your diary

We will be sending out a newsletter next week with dates for your diary for the summer term, e.g. class
assemblies, sponsored toddle and sports day.  We will also be sending out a curriculum newsletter with an
overview of the work that has been happening in school this term.

Wishing you all a lovely weekend

Mrs A Brinton
HEADTEACHER
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