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Dear Parents / Carers

World Book day - Thursday 3rd March

It was wonderful to see everyone dressed up for World Book Day last week.  The children had a great day and
looked amazing.  The highlight of my day was having our first ‘in person’ key stage assemblies.   We
discussed how ‘reading is amazing’ and that reading for 10 minutes every day can make a crucial difference to
your future.  Each class received a special book to unwrap and enjoy as part of their world book day activities.
This book is now available in their classroom to take home and enjoy as part of our ‘love of reading’.  Mr Ross
made a video of the day where children explained who they had come dressed as and why.  We enjoyed
watching this on Monday as part of our weekly assembly.  We were also able to welcome back Jackie (from
Morrisons in Chester le Street) who gifted the school a hamper of books to add to our library and Accelerated
Reader selection.  Many thanks to Morrisons for thinking of us.

Easter Egg Competition - Monday 4th April

Children will be decorating their egg for our Easter egg competition on w/c Monday 4th April.

Parents are invited to come into school to look at their child’s egg and class entries after school on
Thursday 7th April.

Children will be dismissed in the usual way at hometime and then adults have the opportunity to bring their
child back into school to look at the competition entries.

Beverley Gardens gate

Last Tuesday I met with Councillor Bainbridge, Durham County Council Highways representatives and local
residents about parking and traffic in Beverley Gardens.  It was great to see so many parents using this as a
pedestrian only access and so few cars driving into the area.  Thank you for your cooperation with this.
I know parking around the school site is not easy but if we can keep this area clear of traffic it will make a
much safer access route into and out of school.  Could I please ask that if other relatives or adults pick your
child up from school that they are made aware of the intended usage of the area.
Following on from the meeting, further surveys will be conducted to look at how traffic management in the area
can be enforced.

Comic Relief - Friday 18th March - Article 27 - Every child has the right to a standard of living that is good
enough to meet their physical, social, and mental needs

The school council is holding a non-uniform day on Friday 18th March for Comic Relief.  All donations will be
gratefully received.

Parents Evening

We will be holding virtual parents’ evening appointments on Wednesday 30th & Thursday 31st March.  More
information to follow.

Aim High  Be Proud
Respect       Excellence       Determination       Responsibility       Opportunity       Support for Others       Equality

www.redroseprimaryschool.com

http://www.redroseprimaryschool.com


Red Rose Primary School

Ukraine

We are aware that children in school will be aware of the awful attacks that are currently happening in Ukraine.
The events are upsetting and worrying for all. Watching the horrors of war unfold has been very difficult for
many adults this week.  TV and Radio news are full of information about the awful attacks which, to a certain
extent, have been sanitised with the most horrific content removed.  Unfortunately, this is not the case on
social media.
We are concerned that some of our children may be seeing horrific pictures and videos of the war, and some
are struggling to cope with what they have seen.  There is not one particular app or website that is worse than
the others.   Pictures and videos of the war are available on YouTube, Instagram, TikTok, Snapchat and
probably lots of other social media sites too.  In addition they are being reposted so they do not always come
directly from The Ukraine.  We strongly recommend you take some actions to help your children:

1. Discuss this with your children, have they seen upsetting content?  Explain what you would like them to
do if they see something scary. (Turn the device upside down and get either Mum, Dad or their carer –
they are not in trouble).

2. Carefully consider what social media (if any) is suitable for your children.  The minimum age for most
platforms is 13 because the content providers cannot guarantee that it is suitable for a younger
audience.

3. Set up parental controls on devices.  Many apps have settings which try to limit the most graphic
content – but even with safety features turned on, content is not guaranteed to be “child friendly".  The
website “Internet Matters” https://www.internetmatters.org/ is particularly useful in providing advice on
most apps and security settings.

4. Talk and listen to your children.  We can’t pretend this isn’t happening and they may well have
questions and worries which are better discussed than kept secret.

5. If you have serious concerns then please talk to the school as staff there may be able to help, or it
might be that other children from the school are equally affected.

With that said, some of our older children have approached us about how they can support and help.  Part of
our work as a Rights Respecting School is to ensure children’s rights are upheld.

Article 38 (war and armed conflicts): Governments must not allow children under the age of 15 to take part
in war or join the armed forces. Governments must do everything they can to protect and care for children
affected by war and armed conflicts
Article 29 (goals of education): Education must develop every child’s personality, talents and abilities to the
full. It must encourage the child’s respect for human rights, as well as respect for their parents, their own and
other cultures and the environment.
Article 31 (leisure, play and culture): Every child has the right to relax, play and take part in a wide range of
cultural and artistic activities.

We have given this a great deal of thought, and would like to propose that the non-uniform day on Friday
18th March for Comic Relief is also used as an opportunity to raise money for the people of Ukraine.

The money raised on Friday will be shared equally between Comic Relief and UNICEF.

This will therefore allow those who wish to donate to be able to without highlighting the issue to the children
and causing possible worry.

Mrs A Brinton
HEADTEACHER
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